Minutes of the AGM of Barnsley Squash and Racketball Club
13th November 2025, 19:00

Chair: Shane O’Keefe
Committee members present: Lee Greaves, Paul Westwood, Neal Siddons, Nigel Godwin, Sarah Ullyott
4 club members attended – Pam Williams, Steve Williams, Martin Day, Stuart Cranston

1. Apologies for absence
Andrew Tressler, Ian Meade, Josh Greaves, Emily Westall and Tony Exley gave their apologies for being absent from the AGM.

2. Minutes of the last AGM
These were accepted as a true record of the previous AGM, and this was agreed by Lee and seconded by Neal.

3. Matters arising
Pam asked about the intended refurbishment of the women’s changing room. Shane said information regarding the refurbishment plan would be in his report. It was intended to start in January 2026.

4. Chair’s Report
Shane gave his first report as Chair. 
Chair’s Report
Good evening everyone,
It’s with great pride that I sit here to give my first Chair’s Report.
Our club continues to offer excellent, great-value squash and racketball facilities for all our members — and it’s been fantastic to see how much we’ve achieved together over the past year.
Since returning to Barnsley Squash Club in 2008 — first as a member, then as a committee member, and now as Chair — I’ve seen some really positive progress and exciting changes right across the club.
We’re moving forward with real confidence, and I’m sure your Committee will continue to work hard to build on that momentum — developing the club and strengthening what we already do so well. Investing in both our membership and our facilities remains one of our top priorities.
After quite a long wait, I’m delighted to say that the refurbishment of the ladies’ changing room is finally due to start in January 2026. That’s a big step forward for us, and one that’s been a long time coming.
The addition of the Padel courts, although run as a separate organisation, has really added something extra to the whole site. It’s brought more activity, more interest, and a great energy around the place. It’s also encouraging to see the Padel Club settling in well and integrating with our members.
A few people have asked about the impact of the Padel courts on squash and racketball bookings — and the good news is that it’s been minimal. Bookings have stayed broadly in line with previous years, following the same slow, gradual decline we’ve seen for some time. So overall, the numbers are holding up really well.
We’ve also made some important improvements to security around the club — especially in the common areas and changing rooms — to make sure everyone feels safe and comfortable when they’re here.
Looking ahead, we’ll be focusing strongly on coaching, female membership, and junior development. These are key areas for the future of the club. We’re already exploring new coaching options to support players of all ages and abilities, and to continue building a welcoming, inclusive community here at Barnsley Squash Club.
Thank you all for your continued support — and for helping to make this such a fantastic club to be part of.
Chair
Shane O’Keefe
Barnsley Squash & Racketball Club Committee

The report was greeted with applause.

5. Treasurer’s Report
Paul presented the accounts, which showed that the club made a loss. This was due to the refurbishment cost of the men’s changing room and showers.
Stuart asked about the change in the rental cost paid to Shaw Lane. Paul explained that there had been a negotiation to simplify the payments and reach an agreeable rental figure. This process had taken over 12 months, but was now finished and the club benefited from a reduction.
Stuart asked about the men’s changing room and shower refurbishment cost. Paul showed the part of the financial information with this detail. The cost was approximately £20K.


6. Election of officers
Andrew Tressler was the current committee member up for re-election. Ian Meade would have been up for re-election, but as he had stood down to become Club president, there was only Andrew. 
Nobody put themselves forward to become a committee member and as Andrew had, prior to the meeting, expressed his wish to be re-elected, he was re-elected.

7. Any Other Business
Stuart asked about the introduction of renewal energy sources by the club. It was explained that there had been consideration by the committee to suggest to the landlord that this would be a beneficial action, but it was found that Shaw Lane Foundation were already looking at the installation of solar panels to the building.
Pam commented that the communication between the committee and members was not adequate. Members were not kept informed of changes and decisions, which had led to some mis-understandings. 
The committee agreed with these comments and said, following committee meetings a summary will be issued to members to inform them about changes and decisions. This had been implemented in the past, but had stopped happening. It will now be re-instated.

The meeting concluded at 19:30.



